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have a population about equal to that of France because they
now support a very much denser population.

It is of some interest to take note of the political as dis-
tinguished from the geographical distribution of population.
Regarded from this point of view the French and Spanish
Powers head the list. The former had some 16 millions, whereas
if to the 8 millions in Spain and the 2 millions in Portugal
there is added the population of the rest of the Spanish
dominions, we get a total of about 18 millions. The Imperial
Power counted under its control some 4 millions in the estates
of the crown of Bohemia, 2 millions in the Austrian Alpine
region, and perhaps a million in the western regions and in
that part of Hungary which was not under Turkish rule. The
Polish Power may have included somewhat fewer persons.
Next comes England, and after it the Republic of Venice. It
is at once apparent how close the connexion was between the
power and prestige of states and the number of their subjects;
the parts played in international affairs by the different countries
were roughly in proportion to the size of their populations.

In the latter half of the seventeenth century we get the first
estimates of the population of Europe made by contemporary
writers. In 1685 Vossius gave 30 millions as the figure for
Europe. He assigned 5 millions to France, 2 to Spain and
Portugal, and 2 to the British Isles. He does not say upon
what evidence these figures were based. It is obvious that they
are gross under-estimates. Vossius was in fact one of the earliest
of that school of authors who sought to prove that the popula-
tion of Europe in his time was far inferior to that of Europe in
classical times. He estimated, for example, the population of
Rome in classical times at 14 millions. His work is of no value
for our present purpose and may be entirely rejected. It is
worthy of mention, however, as showing the general ignorance
of the facts which made it possible for so fantastic an estimate
to be seriously advanced.

About the same time two other authors made estimates of
the population of Europe which were based upon evidence
that was relevant and which therefore demand some attention.